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A Century of Traditions Shaping the Future...



issues in CONTEMPORARY literature
Origins ... Literature « World Cultures

The Last Kingdom Study Guide
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This year the English Department has decided to require all incoming seniors to read the same book and complete the
same reading project. While the book has, on the surface, a more obvious connection to British Literature than Issues in
Contemporary Literature or Origins and Literature of World Cultures, don’t be fooled. Even though the book takes place
in England over 1,000 years ago, the novel was published in 2005. And in every way imaginable, The Last Kingdom is a
pretty good example of popular contemporary literature. Stories, good stories, set in the England of the middle 800s
cannot escape religion and mythology. So for students beginning this year in Origins and Literature of World Cultures, |
can’t think of a novel that better illustrates the real role that “original literature” [mythology] once played in the

everyday lives of everyday people.

In many respects, this book could be characterized as pleasure reading. Still, this is NOT Twilight, and there are no
vampires. But it does contain something considerably more real and, undoubtedly, more cruel and more vicious than
werewolves and vampires: Vikings. And once you’ve seen a sceadugengan in action, you may have to reconsider what

really is terrifying . . .

Summer Reading Directions for ALL seniors NOT taking AP Literature

0- You must read Bernard Cornwell’s The Last Kingdom [ISBN 978-0-06-088718-6]

1- Type all answers. Make absolutely sure that you save your computer f|Ie You WIl] ha > to subm:t your responses

your exp!anat:ons illustrate that you’ve read the text carefuﬁy and you’ve given the question some careful thought,

4- Some questions have several parts. Write a thoughtful response that clearly addresses EACH question or part of a
question. Remember, for MOST of these questions acceptable responses will take the form of a short paragraph.

5- Label each response carefully—from P.1 all the way to E.




7-This assignment is the FIRST MAJOR grade of the year.
Itis worth 100 POINS wne same value as amajor test or paper.

One version of the project limits your potential grade to a “C.” Please consider the differences in these assignments
hefore starting your work. Remember the quality of your work will determine your final grade. Selecting the A option
DOES NOT guarantee you of an A or a high project grade. Students who select the “A” option but answer the guestions
noorly could very well get a project grade of a G, a D or an Fdepending on the guality of the work submitted.

. ﬂPT"]H T2 In order to earn an "H:’ you MUST successfully complete EVERY question listed below. You must write an
essay of NO fewer than three pages in which you judge Bernard Cornwell’s use of history in The Last Kingdom. You must
use at least three sources—only one of which may be taken from the internet. You must include a works cited page.

° 0PT|0" 2: If you would prefer, you can successfully complete the ODD numbers from the first HALF of the assignment—
the questions over the Prologue through Chapter 11. You DO NOT have to answer ANY even numbered questions and you

your grade to no higher than a “G.’* You choose which questions to answer.

THE STUDY GUIDE BEGINS ON PAGE 5




BRITISHLITERATURE

The Last Kingdom Study Guide
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Bernard Cornwell’s The Last Kingdom will introduce you to a very different world. It is a world of strange names and
strange customs. The language of the book, thankfully, is not strange. It is modern. You have probably read some
Shakespeare by now, and, if you are like many students, you think the “thees” and the “thous” and the “wouldst” and
“couldst” of his plays prove he wrote in Old English. He didn’t. Old Eng'lis:'h.ibd.?{.é*r'nore like this:

Hwat! We Gardena n geardagum,
peodcyninga, prym gefrunon,
hu da apelingas ellen fremedon.
Oft Scyld Scefing sceapena preatum,
5
monegum magpum, meodosetla ofteah,
cgsode eorlas. Sydoan arest weard
feasceaft funden, he paes frofre gebad,
weox under wolcnum, weordomyndum pah,
o0pat him axghwyle para ymbsittendra
10
ofer hronrade hyran scolde,
gomban gyldan. paet was god cyning!

The Old English poetry above is from the Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf—the first major work we will study at the start of
next year. Beowulf is a poem that comes from the same world portrayed in Bernard Cornwell’s The Last Kingdom. The
novel depicts, in a small way, the birth of “England” as a nation. And England—its history and its literature and its
culture and its language—will be the focus of our course of study next year. Usually, the best place to start is at the

beginning. And in the beginning, more or less, there were Vikings . . .

Summer Reading Directions for ALL seniors NOT taking AP Literature

0- You must read Bernard Cornwell’s The Last Kingdom [ISBN 978-0-06-088718-6]

1- Type all answers. Make absolutely sure that you save your computer file. You :w'i:ll??h'aﬁeiifoz'fé'ubmif your responses
to Turnitin.com—a service that, among other things, makes sure your work is original.




3- ALWAYS write in complete sentences. When you are asked to EXPLAIN an answer, be thorough and complete. In
general, when asked to EXPLAIN an answer, acceptable responses will take the form of a short paragraph. Make sure
your explanations illustrate that you've read the text carefully and you’ve given the question some careful thought.

4- Some questions have several parts. Write a thoughtful response that clearly addresses EACH question or part of a
question. Remember, for MOST of these questions acceptable responses will take the form of a short paragraph.

5- Label each response carefully—from P.1 all the way to E.

6- Bring your responses to class the first day—Tuesday, August 16" |

;- This assignment is the FIRST MAJOR grade of the year.
It is worth 100 points ine same value as a major test or paperi.

One version of the project limits your potential grade to a “C.” Please consider the differences in these assignments
hefore starting your work. Remember the quality of your work will determine your final grade. Selecting the A option
DOES NOT guarantee you of an A or a high project grade. Students who select the “A” option but answer the fuestions
poorly could very well get a project grade of a G, a D or an F depending on the quality of the work submitted.

° IlI’TIl]H l: In order to earn an “ﬂ,“ you MUST successfully complete EVERY question listed below. You must write an
essay of NO fewer than three pages in which you judge Bernard Cornwell’s use of history in The Last Kingdom. You must
use at least three sources—only one of which may be taken from the internet. You must include a works cited page.

° “PT"]“ 2: If you would prefer, you can successfully complete the ODD numbers from the first HALF of the assignment—
the questions over the Prologue through Chapter 11. You DO NOT have to answer ANY even numbered questions and you

DO NOT have to answer ANY guestions frc

your grade to no higher than a "B." You choose which questions to answer.

THE STUDY GUIDE BEGINS ON PAGE 5




The Last Kingdom Study Guide
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PROLOGUE

P.1- Write a paragraph in which you discuss your opinion of the narrator as a person. You MAY want to include
information such as: his name and how he got it, the title he claims.

P.2- Compare the importance of religion in the world of the novel and modern America.

P.3- If you were Uthred, what would you have done differently? Why?

PART ONE: A PAGAN CHILDHOOD

ONE:

1.1- Describe Ravn and his job. What is the closest thing in our modern world to Ravn? Is the modern equivalent to Ravn
better or worse? EXPLAIN

1.2- Compare Ubba to Ragnar.

1.3- What is Ragnar’s opinion of Alfred? Do you think Ragnar’s opinion is correct? Why/ why not?

TWO:

2.1- Ragnar and Uthred briefly discuss religion. Who “wins” the discussion? EXPLAIN

2.2- In your opinion, what word better describes Uthred—clever or courageous? EXPLAIN
2.3- Do you agree with Uthred’s initial opinion of Alfred?

2.4- At this point, is Uthred a Dane or a Northumbrian? Explain.

THREE:
3.1- What is the Danish impression of writing? For Uthred why is “writing” important?
3.2- Does the modern world or the world of the novel value honesty more? EXPLAIN.

3.3- If you were Uthred at this point, would you see yourself as a Dane or a Northumbrian? Explain.



3.4- Why is the trust of a man’s “lord” so important?
3.5- Does the “Viking way” still exist in the modern world?

3.7- How is Brida similar to Uthred?

FOUR:
4.1- How would the book suffer if King Edmund were removed completely from the story?
4.2- Discuss the importance of the Thor’s hammer that Uthred touches.

4.3- Do you think the characters in this novel overemphasize “destiny”? EXPLAIN

4.4- What does the modern world use in place of “wergild”? EXPLAIN

FIVE:
5.1- Compare Uthred’s opinion of Lundene to your opinion of Chicago [or any other major city you've visited]?

5.2- Describe Guthrum. What character from TV, movies, or other literature does he remind you of. EXPLAIN

5.3- What does this chapter say about war?

5.4- |s Ragnar’s treatment of Aethelfulf appropriate? EXPLAIN

5.5- What is important about the battle of Aesc’s Hill?

SIX:

6.1- From what you learn in this chapter, identify what kind of leader you believe Alfred to be. Explain yourself.

6.2- s Uthred a “loyal” person? EXPLAIN

6.6- What is a “sceadugengan”? What is the closest thing in our culture to a “sceadugengan”?

6.9- Why are the characters of Kjartan and Sven in this book? EXPLAIN

PART TWO: THE LAST KINGDOM

SEVEN:
7.1- Does Alfred treat Uthred justly in this chapter? EXPLAIN.

7.2- Compare Uthred’s “first” experience in a shield wall to how you think you might have reacted / behaved had you

been in his place.



7.3 Examine the levels and kinds of violence you find in this book and in popular culture [TV, music and movies]. Is the
book more or less violent than popular entertainment?

EIGHT:
8.1- Ragnar, Leofric or Alfred—who would you want as your friend. EXPLAIN

8.2- Why do the Viking ships have beasts on their prows? What is the closest thing to this [beasts on prows] in the
modern world?

8.3- What are the strengths and weaknesses of Alfred’s attitude toward literacy [reading and writing].
8.4- What is the relationship between Brida and Uthred?

8.5- If you were Uthred, would you follow Ragnar or Alfred? EXPLAIN

NINE:
9.1- What other character in the book is Aethelwold most like? EXPLAIN
9.2- What are the strengths and weaknesses of the fyrd as a fighting force?

9.3- Why is the word “oath” so powerful? If you were Alfred would you trust the oath you swore with Guthrum?
EXPLAIN

9.4- Is Alfred “right” to use Mildrith the way he does? EXPLAIN
9.5- Why does Odda the Younger hatred of Uthred jt'z's;t'iﬁed? EXPLAIN

9.6- What is the best thing that happens to Uthred in this chapter? What is the worst thing that happens to Uthred in
this chapter? EXPLAIN why the one is so bad and the other so good.

9.7-Many “dreams” are mentioned at the end of the chapter. What does each character’s dream reveal about him or

her?

PART THREE: THE SHIELD WALL

TEN:
10.1- How does literacy [reading] help Uthred in this chapter?

10.3- If you were Ragnar, would you have saved Uthred? Do you think Uthred would have saved Ragnar had the
situation been reversed? EXPLAIN

10.4- Ragnar says: “Alfred has trapped you, Uthred.” What does Ragnar mean by that. Uthred responds that “the
spinners did.” What does Uthred mean by that. In your opinion, who is right. Explain.



10.5- At the end of the chapter, Uthred again says “destiny is everything.” EXPLAIN how this novel proves or disproves
this statement

ELEVEN:
11.1- Who does Uthred “handle” better: Ubba Lothbrokson or Odda the Younger? EXPLAIN

11.2- Of all the foes that Uthred must fight, who is the MOST intimidating or dangerous? EXPLAIN

11.3- Describe Uthred and Ubba Lothbrokson’s fight and its conclusion. What does it reveal about both men?

i

HISTORICAL NOTE:

H.1- From what, do historians believe, did Alfred suffer? How does this book try to illustrate this claim?
H.2- Is the author’s choice to call the Danes “Danes” and not “Vikings” appropriate? EXPLAIN

H.5- What does the author mean when he writes: “Alfred was the king who preserved the idea of England”?

FINAL QUESTIONS:

A- At one point, Uthred thinks: “Life is just life. We live, we die, we go to the corpse hall. There is no music, just chance.
Fate is relentless.” How well does the novel illustrate this idea? Explain.

B- The novel is drenched in religion. List three insights you gained into the religion of the Danes. List three insights you
gained into the religion of the Anglo-Saxons. Which faith do you think the author favors? Explain.

C- The world depicted in the novel revolves around oaths and loyalties. List three examples of oaths and or loyalties
from the book and explain how they affect the story. In what ways does the book show these qualities to be good? Bad?

D- List and explain three ways that the world depicted in the book is better than ours? In what ways is it worse?
E- How are women depicted in the novel?

the EXTRA ESSAY

ou must write an essay of NO fewer than three pages in which you judge Bernard Cornwell’s use of history in The Last Kingdom. You
\ust use at least three sources—only one of which may be taken from the internet. You must include a works cited page.

YI: You will be asked to submit ONE document to turnitin.com. This document will include both your research essay and your answers
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