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The Shadow Club by Neal Shusterman

Please read over the complete packet before you begin reading the novel. You may want
to annotate or bookmark pages/passages as you read that will help you develop your
essay responses to the questions.

Note that each arrow indicates a prompt to be answered in your writing. All responses
must be typed. Please save your document file as your English teacher will have you
submit your work to turnitin.com. This assignment is due on August 16, 2011.

Summary from the School Library Journal:

A group of competitive high-school students, all second best in their areas of talent,
form a secret club in order to pull anonymous practical jokes on their rivals. The
pranks, which at first are humiliating but harmless, escalate to the point that they
result in vandalism and injury and nearly cause a student's death. Shusterman's focus
is on how the actions of these teens create a power that feeds on a previously hidden
cruel or evil side of their personalities.

I. Making Connections:
#*Successful readers use their personal experiences, other reading they have done, and
their knowledge of the world to connect to their reading. You may have heard these
called text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to world connections. Successful readers use their
connections to help them develop their understanding as they read.

» Discuss two connections that you made while reading. For each, write a paragraph
explaining what the connection was and how it helped you to understand the
overall meaning of the story. Be sure to include the page numbers.

II. Questioning:
+#Successful readers constantly ask themselves questions before, during and after they
read. Some questions are answered as they read, some answers must come from their
personal inferences, and some questions remain unanswered.

> In a paragraph, discuss some of the things about which you were wondering
during your reading. Then, choose at least one question that you had for most of
the book and explain how it was or was not answered by the end.
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111. Using Sensory Imagery:

IV.

**Successful readers create mental images while reading which are based on their five
senses (sight, smell, hearing, taste, touch) and on their emotions. Authors sometimes use
figurative language to appeal to readers’ senses and help them create a mental image to
which they can connect.

» Choose two different passages from the novel for which you created a mental
image. For each, note the page and paragraph, and discuss in a well-developed
paragraph for each how you used your five senses and/or emotions to create your
own mental image or picture of what you were reading. Tell what you were
seeing, hearing, feeling, etc.

Making Inferences:

#*Successful readers make inferences; this is sometimes called “reading between the
lines.” They combine what is in the text with their own background knowledge in order
to make inferences and draw conclusions.

» Choose three members of the Shadow Club and for each one write a paragraph
explaining the following: How would you describe the character of that person
based on his/her actions in the story? Consider the conflicts this character has
with other characters and within himself/herself. Who is this character’s nemesis
(hated enemy)? Consider how the character acts. What character traits can you
infer about this character based on these actions and conflicts? Your response will
be at least a full paragraph for each club member you choose.

Determining Importance:

**Successful readers use their background knowledge and their purpose for reading to
make decisions about what is important as they read. These decisions are made about
specific words, sentences, or full passages.

> Choose a passage that you feel is important to the overall message of the novel
and explain why that is important. (Include page number.)

> Now choose one sentence and explain why that is important to the novel or to the
chapter in which you found it. (Include page number.) Explain why the sentence
is important.

> Select one word that is important. It could be a word that is important in
describing, for example, a character, a situation, or the overall theme of the book..
Explain why that is an important word.
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VI. Monitoring Understanding and Using Fix-up Strategies:
**Successful readers know when a text is making sense and when it is not. All readers
encounter things in their reading that can cause confusion. Successful readers are aware
of the confusion and have strategies they can use to help themselves understand.

» Explain a part of the story that led to some confusion or that was more difficult to
understand. This could be just a few words, a sentence, or maybe even a full page
of text. Explain in a paragraph why this was confusing and what you did to help
yourself understand. Be sure to include the page number.

VIL.Synthesizing:
**Successful readers synthesize. They monitor the overall meaning, the important

concepts, and the themes as they read. They are aware of how text elements “fit together™
to create that overall meaning and theme. They keep track of their thoughts as they read

and note how their thinking changes as they read.
> Explain how your thinking changed/evolved/developed as you read.

Choose one or both of the following and respond in well-developed paragraph:

e What did you think about the club in the beginning, middle, and end? What
major things happened to change your thinking?

e What did you think about Jared and Cheryl in the beginning, middle and end?
What major things happened to change your thinking

> Now explain in a paragraph what you believe to be the theme, or author’s
message, of the novel and explain what led you to this theme.
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Please read over the complete packet before you begin reading the books. You may want to annotate or
bookmark pages/passages as you read that will help you develop your essay responses to the questions.
Note that each arrow indicates a prompt to be answered in your writing. All responses must be typed. Please save
your document file as your English teacher will have you submit your work to turnitin.com. This assignment is due
on August 16, 2011.

For Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

1. Making Connections:
**Successful readers use their personal experiences, other reading they have done, and their knowledge of the
world to connect to their reading. You may have heard these called text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to world
connections. Successful readers use their connections to help them develop their understanding as they read.

> Discuss two connections that you made while reading. For each, write a paragraph explaining what the
connection was and how it helped you to understand the overall meaning of the play. Be sure to include
the page numbers.

2. Questioning:
**Successful readers constantly ask themselves questions before, during and after they read. Some questions
are answered as they read, some answers must come from their personal inferences, and some questions

remain unanswered.

> Ina paragraph, discuss some of the things about which you were wondering during your reading. Then,
choose at least one question that you had for most of the play and explain how it was or was not
answered by the end.

3. Using Sensory Imagery:
**Successful readers create mental images while reading which are based on their five senses (sight, smell,
hearing, taste, touch) and on their emotions. Authors sometimes use figurative language to appeal to readers’
senses and help them create a mental image to which they can connect.

» Choose two different passages from the play for which you created a mental image. For each, note the
page and paragraph, and discuss in a well-developed paragraph for each how you used your five senses
and/or emotions to create your own mental image or picture of what you were reading. Tell what you
were seeing, hearing, feeling, etc.

4. Making Inferences:
**5yccessful readers make inferences; this is sometimes called “reading between the lines.” They combine what

is in the text with their own background knowledge in order to make inferences and draw conclusions.

> Choose three characters from Romeo and Juliet and for each one write a paragraph explaining the
following: How would you describe the character of that person based on his/her actions in the story?
Consider the conflicts this character has with other characters and within himself/herself. Who or what
is in opposition to this character? Consider how the character acts. What character traits can you infer
about this character based on these actions and conflicts? Your response will be at least a full paragraph

for each character you choose.
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5. Determining Importance:
**Successful readers use their background knowledge and their purpose for reading to make decisions about
what is important as they read. These decisions are made about specific words, sentences, or full passages.

» Choose a passage that you feel is important to the overall message of the play and explain why that is
important. (Include page number.)

> Now choose one line and explain why that is important to the play as a whole, or to the scene or act in
which you found it. (Include page number.) Explain why it is important.

> Select one word for the play that is important. It could be a word that is important in describing, for
example, a character, a situation, or the overall theme of the play. Explain why that is an important
word.

6. Monitoring Understanding and Using Fix-up Strategies:
**Successful readers know when a text is making sense and when it is not. All readers encounter things in their
reading that can cause confusion. Successful readers are aware of the confusion and have strategies they can
use to help themselves understand.

> Explain a part of the play that led to some confusion or that was more difficult to understand. This could
be just a few words, a sentence, or maybe even a full page of text. Explain in a paragraph why this was
confusing and what you did to help yourself understand. Be sure to include the page number.

7. Synthesizing:
**Successful readers synthesize. They monitor the overall meaning, the important concepts, and the themes as
they read. They are aware of how text elements “fit together” to create that overall meaning and theme. They
keep track of their thoughts as they read and note how their thinking changes as they read.

» Explain how your thinking changed/evolved/developed as you read.

Choose one or both of the following and respond in well-developed paragraph:

e Discuss the conflict between the Montagues and Capulets. Explain what you thought about the
conflict in the beginning, middle, and end of the play? What major things happened to change your
thinking?

e Asthe play developed, Romeo and Juliet made many choices so they could be together. Examine the
choices and the results of the choices throughout the play. Discuss how you thinking/response to
these choices changed as the play progressed. What major things happened that changed your
thinking?

> Now explain in a paragraph what you believe to be the theme, or author’s message, of the play and
explain what led you to this theme.



10.

11.

Honors Freshman English: Survey of World Literature
Summer Reading 2011

For The Odyssey by Homer

Making Connections:

**Successful readers use their personal experiences, other reading they have done, and their knowledge of the
world to connect to their reading. You may have heard these called text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to world
connections. Successful readers use their connections to help them develop their understanding as they read.

» Discuss two connections that you made while reading. For each, write a paragraph explaining what the
connection was and how it helped you to understand the overall meaning of the story. Be sure to
include the page numbers.

Questioning:
**Syccessful readers constantly ask themselves questions before, during and after they read. Some questions
are answered as they read, some answers must come from their personal inferences, and some questions

remain unanswered.

> Ina paragraph, discuss some of the things about which you were wondering during your reading. Then,
choose at least one question that you had for most of the book and explain how it was or was not
answered by the end.

Using Sensory Imagery:

**Successful readers create mental images while reading which are based on their five senses (sight, smell,
hearing, taste, touch) and on their emotions. Authors sometimes use figurative language to appeal to readers’
senses and help them create a mental image to which they can connect.

» Choose two different passages from the text for which you created a mental image. For each, note the
page and paragraph, and discuss in a well-developed paragraph for each how you used your five senses
and/or emotions to create your own mental image or picture of what you were reading. Tell what you
were seeing, hearing, feeling, etc.

Making Inferences:
**5yccessful readers make inferences; this is sometimes called “reading between the lines.” They combine what

is in the text with their own background knowledge in order to make inferences and draw conclusions.

» Choose three characters from The Odyssey and for each one write a paragraph explaining the following:
How would you describe the character of that person based on his/her actions in the story? Consider
the conflicts this character has with other characters and within himself/herself. Who or what is in
opposition to this character? Consider how the character acts. What character traits can you infer about
this character based on these actions and conflicts? Your response will be at least a full paragraph for
each character you choose.
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12. Determining Importance:
**Successful readers use their background knowledge and their purpose for reading to make decisions about
what is important as they read. These decisions are made about specific words, sentences, or full passages.

» Choose a passage that you feel is important to the overall message of the text and explain why that is
important. (Include page number.)

» Now choose one line and explain why that is important to the story as a whole, or to the scene or act in
which you found it. (Include page number.) Explain why it is important.

> Select one word from the text that is important. It could be a word that is important in describing, for
example, a character, a situation, or the overall theme of the story. Explain why that is an important
word.

13. Monitoring Understanding and Using Fix-up Strategies:
**Sccessful readers know when a text is making sense and when it is not. All readers encounter things in their
reading that can cause confusion. Successful readers are aware of the confusion and have strategies they can

use to help themselves understand.

> Explain a part of the text that led to some confusion or that was more difficult to understand. This could
be just a few words, a sentence, or maybe even a full page of text. Explain in a paragraph why this was
confusing and what you did to help yourself understand. Be sure to include the page number.

14. Synthesizing:
**Syccessful readers synthesize. They monitor the overall meaning, the important concepts, and the themes as
they read. They are aware of how text elements “fit together” to create that overall meaning and theme. They
keep track of their thoughts as they read and note how their thinking changes as they read.

» Explain how your thinking changed/evolved/developed as you read.
Choose one or both of the following and respond in well-developed paragraph:
e Discuss the struggles Odysseus faced from nature and environmental forces throughout the work.

How did your thinking about the difficulty of the struggles and his attempts to overcome them
develop as you read? What major things happened to change your thinking?
e What did you think about the choices Odysseus made when dealing with other individuals? Which
conflicts seemed most significant? What major things happened to change your thinking?
> Now explain in a paragraph what you believe to be the theme, or author’s message, of the book and
explain what led you to this theme.





